
Be it remembered, that upon the Oath of Matthew Locke, James Smith, John Dickey, Robert 

King, Robert Moore, Christopher Beeckman, George Lamkin, Jacob Castner, Charles Medlock, 

James McFaddon, James Meredith, James Hamton, Giles Hedspeth, Thomas Pointdexter, John 

Blair, George Kimmons, John Ford, Matthew Steward and James Barr, good and lawful Men of 

the District of Salisbury aforesaid, here, sworn and charged to enquire for the State of North 

Carolina for the Body of the District aforesaid, It is presented in Manner and Form as followeth, 

that is to say: 

Salisbury District: The Jurors for the State of North Carolina, upon their Oaths, present That 

Samuel Jones, late of the Parish of Saint Judge, in the County of Surrey, within the District of 

Salisbury, Labourer, on the twenty Eighth Day of January, in the Year of our Lord, one thousand 

seven hundred and seventy-seven, with Force and Arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the County 

aforesaid, in the dwelling house of Malchom Curry, there situate, in and upon the said Malchom 

Curry, in the Peace of God and the said State, then and there being feloniously, did make an 

Assault and him, the said Malchum Curry, in bodily Fear and Danger of his life, did put, and one 

Rifle Gun of the Value of forty Shillings sterling of the Goods and chattels of the said Malchum 

Curry from the Person and against the Will of the said Malchum Curry, in the dwelling House 

aforesaid, then and there violently and feloniously did steal, take and carry away, against the 

Dignity, Peace and good Government of the said State.  

And the said Samuel Jones, being in the Custody of Gallbraith Falls, Esq., Sheriff of the County 

of Rowan, within said District, in whose Custody in the Gaol of the District aforesaid, for the 

Cause aforesaid, he had been before committed, being brought to the Bar here in his proper 

Person, is committed to the said Sheriff and forth with concerning the premises in said 

Indictment above specified and charged on him as above, being asked in what Manner he would 

be tried thereon, the said Samuel Jones said that he is not guilty thereof, and concerning this for 

good and ill he puts himself upon his Country; therefore, let the Jury thereupon immediately 

come before the Judge commissioned as aforesaid here, and who are of no affinity to the said 

Samuel Jones, to recognize upon their Oaths whether the said Samuel Jones be guilty of the 

Felony and Robbery aforesaid or not. 

 And the Jurors of the said Jury, by the said Sheriff to this Matter impannelled and returned, to-

wit: James Cathey, Benjamin Robeson, James McCulloch, David Smith, Alexander Erwin, 

Leonard Carr, Samuel Knox, John Hoyle, John Lewis, William Spruce, Richard Graham and 

William Nesbutt, being called, come, who, being chosen, tried and sworn to speak the Truth of 

and concerning the premises aforesaid, say upon their Oath that the said Samuel Jones is Guilty 

of the Felony and Robbery aforesaid, in the Indictment specified, charged upon him above in 

Manner and Form as by said Indictment above against him is supposed, and that he at the time of 

Committing the said Felony, or at any time since, had no Goods or Chattels, Lands or 

Tenements, to the knowledge of the said Jurors. 

And upon this, it is required by the Court here of the said Samuel Jones if he hath or knows any 

Thing to say for himself why the Court here ought not to proceed to Judgment and Execution 

concerning him upon the said Verdict; who says nothing beside what at first he had said; 

whereupon, all and singular the premises being seen and understood by the Court here, it is 

considered by the Court here that the said Samuel Jones be taken from the place from whence he 



came and thence to the place of Execution and there be hanged by the neck till he be dead. 

Ordered by the Court here that the Sheriff of Rowan put this Sentence in Execution on the 16th 

Day of April next, between the Hours of 10 o’clock in the forenoon and 1 o’clock in the 

afternoon, and that the Posse of the said County Guard the Execution. 

 


